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OUTCOME OF INFORMATION ROUND TABLE 

Nord Stream 2 Approach to Responsible Infrastructure Development in a 

Sensitive Environment 
 

A round table on “Nord Stream 2 approach to responsible infrastructure 

development in a sensitive environment” was held at the international 

environmental forum “Baltic Sea Day” on 22nd March 2018 by the project 

developer Nord Stream 2 AG. Summarising the results of the environmental 

impact assessment and technical design, Nord Stream 2 management and 

experts presented seven comprehensive reports, followed up by question and 

answer session. Some 75 participants took part in the round table, including 

representatives of environmental NGOs, scientific community, authorities and 

experts. 

Nord Stream 2 is a planned efficient gas pipeline project through the Baltic Sea, 

which will expand access for Russian natural gas to the EU market. 

Nord Stream 2 benefits from the knowledge and experience gained through the 

implementation of the Nord Stream pipeline, which has been in operation for over 

five years. Nord Stream 2 has provided a strong commitment to meeting the 

highest environmental and social standards. When planning and developing the 

project, Nord Stream 2 applies the mitigation hierarchy principles. 

Over the last year, comprehensive marine surveys and environmental studies 

were completed; international consultations were carried out in line with the Espoo 

Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary Context; 

comprehensive materials on project planning were published, public consultations 

were held; the environmental impact assessment procedure for the Russian 

section was completed and a positive conclusion from the Russian environmental 

authorities was received. 

During the round table, the following issues were discussed in detail: 

 Current status of the Nord Stream 2 gas pipeline project and the company’s 

commitment to comply with the highest environmental and social 

standards; 

 Responsible infrastructure development in the sensitive area of the 

Kurgalsky reserve in accordance with the international principles of 

mitigation hierarchy;  

 Technical solutions, which apply best practice and are tailored to local 

environmental conditions;  
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 Environmental and Community Initiatives Strategy developed for the 

Russian landfall to compensate potential impacts and contribute to 

sustainable development of the region;  

 Environmental impact assessment and management of potential 

environmental and social risks; 

 Comprehensive surveys carried out along the planned pipeline route 

through the Baltic Sea and main findings;  

 First results of telemetry study of the Baltic ringed seals in the Gulf of 

Finland, carried out with Nord Stream 2 support; 

 Fishery conditions within the project area and planned compensation 

measures by Nord Stream 2. 

The round table discussion on the Nord Stream 2 Pipeline confirms the lasting 

public interest to the project. Nord Stream 2 will continue proactive stakeholder 

engagement and information distribution as project goes forward. Nord Stream 2 

invites dialog partners interested in turning the Environmental and Community 

Initiatives Strategy into specific activities that would benefit communities and the 

environment in the project area.  


